
        Nine Steps for Successful Inventions 
 

1. Keep a Journal (Use “Inventor’s Journal” pages or your own) 
 Keep a dated journal for “work in progress”, thoughts, and ideas 
about what you want to invent. 
 

2. Brainstorm  
An invention starts with an idea for something that may make a job or 
activity easier, faster, safer or even more enjoyable. Ask yourself, 
“What would make some part of my life easier, more fun or more 
efficient? What problem do I have that an invention could solve?” 
Think about school, work, leisure time, etc.  Keep all ideas in your 
journal. 

 
3. Research the Idea (Use the “Inventor’s Research” form) 

You must find out if their idea is already in use. You cannot invent 
something that has already been invented and is in use. You may 
IMPROVE on something that is currently invented.  

 

4. Survey (Use the “Survey Sheet” form) 
You should ask friends and relatives what they think of your idea. If 
there is no desire for it, there is no reason to build it! 

 

5. Invention Design 
You need to sketch what you think the invention will look like. You 
should label all the different parts of the invention. The drawings do 
not have to be perfect, but it has to be good enough to help you build 
a working model. The sketch should go in your journal. 

 
6. Invention Construction 

You should now build a working model. Be aware that very few 
inventions work the first time! 

 

 
          



   7. Invention Testing (Use the “Test Results” form) 
 You should test your invention at least 3, if not several times, in as   
real a situation as possible. Your invention may NOT work the first 
time. If so, think about why it failed. You should redesign and 
construct a new model. The new model needs to work. You should write 
down in your journals the problems encountered and how they were 
overcome. 

 

    8. Prepare a Report (Follow the “Final Report” format) 
You should document your invention in a formal report. You need to 
include your journal as part of your Display Board. 

 

9. Project/Display Board 
You should follow the “Inventions Criteria” (included in this packet) on 
a display board. Pictures should be included of the construction phase.  
(No faces in the pictures!) A model of the invention should be 
displayed along with the board.  

 
                    A Sample Invention Project Board 
 
Note: “Acknowledgements”, “Survey” and “Trials” need to be 
added to your board (not included on this sample!) 

 


